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Johnson, Maria C.

From: Pomeranz, Jeff A.
Sent: Friday, July 2, 2021 4:19 PM
To: City Council
Subject: 7-2-2021 Council Communications - 272
Attachments: 1st Ave Parking Restrictions.pdf

Importance: High

7-2-2021 Council Communications Topics: 
 

 American Rescue Plan Act Funding News Conference 
 Derecho Anniversary Event 
 Building Inspections 
 PD News Conference on NIBIN System 
 June 26 Flash Flooding Event 
 FY21 Beats Previous Litter-collection Record 
 Testing for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 
 Amphitheatre Floodwall Facility Tour 
 City Hall Parking Impacts During Flood Control Construction 
 NFC receives Grant 
 Emergency Housing Vouchers 
 Tree Debris Collection  
 Tree Planting Initiatives Underway  

 

American Rescue Plan Act Funding News Conference 
We are making plans to host a news conference on Thursday July 8 at 2:00 pm at the downtown library Beems 
Auditorium. The news conference will be held jointly with Linn County in order to provide information about the 
American Rescue Plan funding and announce initial plans for allocation of local funding. A media advisory about the 
news conference will be sent next week. 

Derecho Anniversary Event 
The City’s derecho one year anniversary commemoration event will take place on August 10, 2021 at Bever Park Pavilion 
in Bever Park. The event will begin at 10:30 am, with brief comments and a Council tree planting ceremony at 10:45. 
Free lunch will be available after the ceremony provided by local food trucks until noon. We will have disaster recovery 
information and giveaways for the first 200 attendees (draw string bags containing a booklet, flashlight and first aid kit) 
and ReLeaf program information. We hope you are able to join us for the event. 

Building Inspections 
Following the building collapse in Miami, staff has received questions on our building inspection process. When building 
a structure, property owners employ the services of a licensed architect and structural engineer to put the professional 
design plans together. Property owners should also seek these services if and when any structural concerns arise, such 
as during routine or annual inspections. The City’s Building Services Department and Fire Department conduct numerous 
building inspections related to fire, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing codes, and follow the International Property 
Maintenance Code, which spells out these requirements and also states that the property owner shall be responsible for 
the maintenance of their buildings. City departments do not offer professional structural analysis, as this is a different 
field of expertise.  
 



2

Below is a summary of information we’ve shared following inquiries.  
 
The City requires all new construction to follow locally adopted building codes, state codes, and national standards, and 
holds routine inspections on new construction projects to ensure these codes are being met, and being built in 
accordance with plans provided by a design professional. Examples include making sure buildings are equipped with 
appropriate fire suppression (smoke alarms, sprinkler systems), emergency exits, etc.  
  
Once construction is completed on buildings that are privately owned, any routine inspections, maintenance, or repairs 
of the building are the responsibility of the building owner. This is spelled out in the International Property Maintenance 
Code (Section 102.2 Applicability, subpart Maintenance - https://codes.iccsafe.org/) which is the code Cedar Rapids 
follows. If the City believes there may be a structural issue – or a resident submits a complaint about the possible 
structural integrity of a building – then the responsibility would be on the owner to secure a structural engineer or 
licensed architect to verify the integrity of the structure and take necessary mitigation efforts.  
  
A summary of City-inspections 
  

 The Building Services Department inspects all rental housing properties every three years, as well as conducts 
inspections following projects that require a permit. 

 The Fire Department inspects multi-family dwellings, commercial and industrial buildings on an annual basis in 
typical years (outside of COVID-19 restrictions).  

 The Fire Department and Building Services Department inspects annually all buildings in which there is a liquor 
license applied for and or maintained on the premises.  
  

Generally, life safety systems (such as fire alarm systems and sprinkler systems) are required to be inspected and tested 
by an independent agency on an annual basis to verify working conditions and maintenance. It would be the 
responsibility of the building owner to ensure these annual inspections are held. 

PD News Conference on NIBIN System 
The Cedar Rapids Police Department, in partnership with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and 
the United States Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Iowa, has acquired and has been using the National 
Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) technology since September 2020.  The Police Department will be 
holding a news conference on Thursday, July 8 at 10:00 a.m. at the Police Station to announce how the system has been 
used over the past several months as an investigative tool when shell casings are obtained at a crime scene.  Cedar 
Rapids Police Chief Wayne Jerman and Acting United States Attorney for the Northern District of Iowa Sean Berry, and 
representatives of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives will discuss how NIBIN can help bring armed 
violent offenders to justice. There will be a simulator on site in which media participants will be able to see how firearms 
examiners or technicians enter cartridge casings into the Integrated Ballistic Identification System and how the images 
are correlated against the database.  The NIBIN technology is currently be used to assist investigations in Cedar Rapids 
as well as surrounding communities. 

June 26 Flash Flooding Event 
During the early morning hours last Saturday, portions of Marion and Linn County fell under extremely intense rain. The 
storm caused flash flooding and property damage. The weather event was isolated — Cedar Rapids did not experience 
the same level of rainfall as Marion and other parts of Linn County. There were no reports of property damage in Cedar 
Rapids. There was one report of street ponding and three reports of clogged catch basins. Public Works Sewer 
Operations crews responded to the reports and performed work in areas where debris is known to collect during heavy 
rain events should any additional precipitation occur in Cedar Rapids. In Marion, Indian Creek swelled out of its banks. 
The creek did not flood further downstream into Cedar Rapids as the waterway increases in size within city limits. 

FY21 Beats Previous Litter-collection Record 
Volunteers showed up in droves this year to clean city streets and take the City Manager’s 1-Bag Challenge. A total of 
4,476 bags of litter were collected in fiscal year 2021 by resident volunteers, the City’s Solid Waste & Recycling Division, 
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contracted workers and through a new partnership with Willis Dady Homeless Services. This nearly doubles the 
previous record set in 2018 at 2,341 bags! Litter and debris was another challenge for our community following the 
derecho. I am so proud of how our community teamed up and rose to the occasion. The 1-Bag Challenge continues to be 
very active this summer and we will continue to promote the effort. 

Testing for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 
PFAS are a group of man-made chemicals manufactured and used in a variety of industries around the globe, including in 
the United States since the 1940s. There is growing attention to these substances since they break down very slowly and 
can accumulate over time in humans, animals and the environment. There is evidence that exposure to PFAS can lead to 
adverse human health effects. Learn more from the EPA here. 
 
While there are no ongoing regulatory standards for PFAS, the Water division has tested for the compounds out of an 
abundance of caution and to better understand the composition of our water supply. The Water division sampled for six 
PFAS compounds in 2013, with no detectable results. In July 2020, the division sampled for 18 PFAS compounds and 
results were below reportable thresholds. Demonstrating our commitment to high water quality standards, the division 
will be one of several utility groups partnering with Iowa DNR on a snapshot PFAS study starting later this year. The 
study will help determine what role, if any, PFAS plays within Iowa’s water supply. Locations where the compounds were 
manufactured, or air fields adjacent to streams where a significant amount of fire-fighting foam may have been used, 
appear to be the most likely sites of concern for these compounds. Neither of these cases present a concern for our 
source water at this time. 
 
Additionally, thanks to the unique design and various treatment components within our Water Pollution Control Facility 
(WPC), an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) study is underway at WPC. WPC is representative of many 
wastewater plants across the country. Results from this study will influence how our facility, and many others, can 
manage PFAS waste. The work will inform EPA’s research efforts to better understand the best ways to destroy PFAS-
contaminated waste. Sampling will wrap up by Fall 2021, with results from the study expected to be published no 
sooner than Spring 2022. Both EPA and WPC staff will be following protocols to protect the health and safety of 
employees from COVID-19, including proper personal protective equipment and social distancing measures. The Cedar 
Rapids Utilities Department is also the sponsor utility of a Water Research Foundation study where PFAS destruction will 
be similarly tested, with results expected by the end of next year. These studies may ultimately benefit capital 
improvement projects planned for WPC, meant to modernize the facility and improve nutrient reduction as part of the 
overall treatment process. 

Amphitheatre Floodwall Facility Tour 
The Amphitheatre floodwall, which started in 2020, is nearing completion, and council will be invited to tour the new 
facility with Flood Control Program Manager Rob Davis. Invitations will be extended next week. While the facility’s built-
in floodwall serves an important function in the City’s Flood Control System, the building also functions as a community 
asset by doubling as a public restroom during events held at the Amphitheatre. Patrons will be able to use the new 
facility for the first time during the July 23 event. The facility also accommodates storage during special events.  

City Hall Parking Impacts During Flood Control Construction  
The City Hall parking lot off 1st Avenue will close the week of July 6 in anticipation of construction starting on the 1st 
Avenue floodgate. Work on the gate will begin approximately July 15. Temporary traffic and parking impacts will be in 
place while the project is underway. Work will begin north of 1st Avenue, where crews will excavate and pour a floodwall 
foundation where the gate will be installed. During this time, travel lanes on 1st Avenue will be restricted to one lane 
each direction. Temporary parking restrictions will also be in effect on both the north and south side of the 1st Avenue 
bridge, near the 1st Street intersection. On-street parking will still be available throughout other areas of the 1st Avenue 
bridge, and parking in front of City Hall will still remain available. The sidewalk on the south side of the bridge (City Hall 
side of the bridge) will remain open, but it will be closed north of 1st Avenue. These parking impacts will be in place until 
approximately this fall, when crews will shift and begin gate installation on the south side of 1st Avenue. The floodgate 
on 1st Avenue will be a roller floodgate similar to the one already installed on 16th Avenue SE. The project will be 
completed in 2022. See attached map for details. 
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NFC receives Grant 
Neighborhood Finance Corporation (NFC) has been awarded $1.27M through the Community Development Financial 
Institutions (CDFI) Fund Rapid Response Program. The funding provides capital for CDFIs to respond to economic 
challenges created by the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly in underserved communities. NFC will be using the funding 
for down payment assistance to expand homeownership opportunities for Black Homebuyers. Up to $10,500 in down 
payment assistance will be provided per eligible households, purchasing within the NFC lending area. NFC anticipates 
the program opening in October. 

Emergency Housing Vouchers 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City and the Iowa Balance of State Continuum of Care will come 
before City Council on July 13, 2021. The MOU outlines the partnership, including roles and responsibilities of each 
entity, as we work together to house individuals experiencing homelessness through the Emergency Housing Vouchers 
provided by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. The City has been allocated 44 vouchers through this 
program, which will provide up to 18 months of rental assistance. Staff continue to meet weekly with local providers to 
ensure those experiencing homelessness will be able to access this program.  

Tree Debris Collection  
With debris collection substantially completed, crews are finishing up collecting the small number of remaining piles 
already reported. Any remaining tree debris should be taken to the Linn County Solid Waste Agency, which accepts 
debris year-round. We encourage residents who still need assistance to reach out to Waypoint at 319-366-7999, who 
can help connect residents with available community services and volunteers. Stump grinding remains underway – 
crews remove the stump and then a separate crew returns later to backfill the hole. The haul sites are in the process of 
being cleaned and restored; seeding will take place when the weather is cooler. Additional FAQs can be found on the 
City’s website: https://cedar-rapids.org/tree_debris_removal.php  

Tree Planting Initiatives Underway  
The ReLeaf initiative is underway in public parks and right-of-way. Redmond Park and Cleveland Park have been fully 
replanted with new trees, with additional plantings planned or underway at Noelridge, Cherry Hill, and Hughes Park. 
Through the Growing Futures initiative, the City has committed to plant approximately 2,800 trees within the next three 
years. Growing Futures is a partnership with Trees Forever, which allows area teenagers to help plant and grow our tree 
canopy within the City’s right-of-ways while learning additional life skills. Residents are also encouraged to plant new 
trees in the right-of-way; permit fees have been waived for residents who wish to grind their own right-of-way stump 
and plant a tree in the right-of-way. Additional information can be found here: http://cedar-
rapids.org/residents/parks_and_recreation/replacing_street_trees.php  

 


